
Mrs. Rodman’s Message

November is a month that, like many others, I find myself 
reflecting on all the things that I am grateful for in my life. This 
year I find myself thinking about Sugar Grove and how thankful I 
am to be part of such a positive, supportive community. 

We are at a point in the year where the content becomes harder 
and our students are going to be pushed to learn new things. We 
all have to continue to remember that our students might struggle, 
but we are providing our students with a rigorous learning 
environment. We are encouraging our students to think differently 
and sometimes that includes what we call productive struggle. 
This productive struggle allows students to push through a tough 
task to develop and learn new skills.  Here is a quick video 
explaining the importance of productive struggle for student 
learning https://www.youtube.com/embed/1OooQcdh6IQ 

Thank you again for all of your support and continued 
commitment to keeping Sugar Grove an awesome place for 
students to learn and grow.

Important Dates

November 10
Picture Retakes
PIE Meeting

November 23-27
NO SCHOOL- 
Thanksgiving Break

December 21-January 
4
NO SCHOOL-
Winter Break

Link to Sugar Grove 
2020-2021 

Student Calendar

SGES 2020-21 
Student Calendar

November Character Trait: Leadership

Our character trait for November is Leadership. We will teach our students 
that when we work hard, listen to others, advocate for ourselves, encourage 
others, maintain a positive attitude, and take responsibility for our actions we 
develop lifelong leadership skills. 

We all have leadership skills in us and our goal is help students find his/her 
leadership strength and then develop that going forward. We also want to 
find our weakness and allow our strength to build our weakness.

Sugar Grove Vision
At Sugar Grove Elementary we are empowered learners who use courage, respect, 

and collaboration in all we do. 

Building Contact Information

Phone: 317-887-4707  Fax: 317-885-5249
Principal: Mrs. Kristin Rodman 
rodmank@centergrove.k12.in.us
Assistant Principal: Mrs. Mindy Vanderveen 
vanderveenm@centergrove.k12.in.us 
Secretary: Mrs. Joyce Hartman
hartmanj@centergrove.k12.in.us
Office Assistant: Amber Pio
pioa@centergrove.k12.in.us   
Office Assistant: Natalie Hoage
hoagen@centergrove.k12.in.us 
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Reflex Green Light Challenge

Each year after our students take the NWEA test, we spend time looking at all of our data 
and understanding our strengths and our weaknesses as a building so that we can continue 
to improve our teaching and learning. Last year one of our lower areas of data was in the 
area of Number sense. Number sense is a student’s ability to understand numbers and 
what they mean. For example, when we talk about more or less and understanding the 
why behind the more or less. Our teachers have spent a lot of time incorporating more 
number sense activities in Math every day, and we definitely saw the growth in that area. 

As we have dissected our data this year, we are realizing that our computation was a 
weaker area for us this year. We are increasing our use of Reflex, which is a research based 
program that is proven to have increased students computation skills. Our students enjoy 
doing Reflex, but we wanted to add a little extra incentive to encourage our students to get 
a green light at least 3 times a week. Thanks to the help of our Instructional Coach, Mrs. 
Hite, each grade level has a Green Light Challenge board in the hall and the teachers 
compete to see the class that can get the most green lights during the week. At the end of 
each week, the class with the highest percentage of green lights will receive a reward.

If you are looking for some additional practice in computation while you are at home on 
breaks, weekends, or in the evening, you can access Reflex at home as well. You can have 
your child login and show you all about Reflex! 

Picture Retakes

Tuesday, November 10, 2020
9:15-12:00

If you have a virtual student and you 
either missed picture day in September or 
you would like retakes, please plan to 
come to school during the hours listed.

Please come to the main entrance, where a 
staff member will meet you to take your 
child to have his/her picture taken and 
then walk your child back to you. 

PIE- Partners in Education

Our next PIE meeting is November 10 at 
6:00 pm 

Use this link to access the Zoom meeting.

https://centergrove.zoom.us/j/92079127
407?pwd=Wk1tU1dVTkg3b25jUHFLcThS
KzJEdz09 
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Car Rider Reminders

We have been rocking out our car rider line in the mornings and afternoons. 
We have it pretty much down to a science now! Below are just a few reminders 
as we start to get into the colder months. 

1. The bell rings at 9:00 in the morning. We have staff that stay outside until 
the bell rings. If you do not see adults outside that means the bell has 
already rung. If there are not adults outside DO NOT let your kids out in 
the back, please pull around to the front and drop off at the main entrance. 

2. If you forget your car rider tag for AFTERNOON pick-up, please call the 
front office to let them know you will be coming to get a temporary one 
for the day.  Please come to the front office to pick up your temporary 
number before getting in the car rider line.

3. K-5 students were issued new car tags! We love these new tags as they 
make our numbers easily visible. Thank you for utilizing those and making 
it  easy to see. Preschool students should continue to use their color coded 
tags.

Pick-Up Patrol
Please make sure that we are updating Pick-Up Patrol if you have a plan change 
for the day to let us know how your child is getting home from school. 

If you need to change your default plan, please call the office and they will 
help you change the default plan. 



News from the Library

This is an exciting time in the library for our 3rd grade students, we are beginning a long 

project of making a time capsule of what life is like in 3rd grade.  We will be doing most of 

the work in the library and some of the other specials classes will help out also.  We do 

however, need for you to send in any CLEAN pringles/veggie chips can if possible.  You do 

not need to write names on them, especially if you send in more than one.

If you want to have a personalized note placed in your child’s time capsule, please send it 

to either their teacher or email it to me at lorentzenp@centergrove.k12.in.us 

Students get their time capsules at the END of the YEAR in 5th grade, it is a wonderful Sugar 

Grove Tradition.   If  you move before 5th grade: if it is to another CG school, your child will 

still receive them at their new CG school. If it is out of district please let me know in 

advance so that I can get them to your child BEFORE you move.

News from Art

It’s not too late to order your Art to 
Remember. Please see the attached flyer 
about how to place your Art to Remember 
order. 

If you have questions please email Miss 
Huelsenback at 
huelsenbecka@centergrove.k12.in.us 

News from Music

The Sugar Grove musicians have been hard at 
work! We have been learning new songs and 
beginning to play instruments too!  The 3rd, 
4th, and 5th graders are putting musical 
knowledge into practice by playing the 
recorders. We are exploring movement and 
creating music of our own. In music class, you 
might find us discussing different musical 
works or creating art to go along with the 
music. Sugar Grove musicians are developing 
their skills and knowledge! We look forward to 
showing you our skills in the future. 

Reminder- 3rd, 4th, & 5th grade students need 
to bring recorder, recorder book, and pencil to 
music class each week. It is a good idea to keep 
these supplies in the backpack so they are 
always ready for music day!  
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Kdg-2nd Top Dogs of the Month
Character Trait - Cooperation

2nd grade

Allison C, Leila H, Bridget H, Evan L, & Alden W 

1st grade

Riley B, Charlee E, Adelyn R, Cash D, Jaxson S, Oliver N, & Lincoln K

Not pictured: Stella L

Kindergarten

Lily S, Zander W, Eleanor L, Charlie C, Lexi S, Preston C, Vanessa O, & Gavin S



3rd-5th Top Dogs of the Month
Character Trait - Cooperation

5th grade

Austin R, Isabella M, Skyler F, Austin M, Biak Z, Caroline A, Bently O, & Jackson D

4th grade

Ian Arterburn, Eric M, Charlie M, Gabby S, Vicente R-W, Kassie L, & Michaela D

Not pictured: Ava W

3rd grade

Colin A, Zoey C, Jaycee S, Owen I, & Grayson B


